INTIMATE is a core project of the INQUA Palaeoclimate Commission. It was initiated during the XIVth IN-QUA Congress held in Berlin in 1995 by John Lowe (Royal Holloway, London) and Mike Walker (University of Wales, Lampeter). The project's primary goal has been to encourage collaboration between members of the ice-core, marine and terrestrial communities and to synthesize records during the last glacial-interglacial transition, with initial focus on the North Atlantic region. A milestone for the project was the development of an event stratigraphy for the last termination in the North Atlantic region based on the Greenland Ice Core isotope record and chronology (Björck et al. 1998) .
INTIMATE has organized annual workshops since its initiation during the inter-congress periods as well as during the last two INQUA congresses in Durban, South Africa in 1999 (XVth) and in Reno, Nevada in 2003 (XVIth) . Around the central goal of correlation of ice cores, marine and terrestrial records, the specifi c objectives for the project have changed over the years. As chronology is fundamental for the correlation and integration, the project has always strived to develop better ways for more precise and accurate dating of climatic events.
During the last four years INTI-MATE has been successful in enlarging its North Atlantic scope in order to explore the issue of global synchroneity of the abrupt climate changes during the last glacial-interglacial transition. Fig. 1 
